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PROLIFIC PEN By Elaine Smith
Professor John Furedy of psychology has given new meaning to the phrase "man of letters."
Furedy, who retired this spring after 40 years of teaching and research at U of T, is also renowned for his regular letters to the editor of The Bulletin. During his tenure, he penned dozens of thoughtful missives expressing often-controversial views on topics as diverse as academic freedom and bioethics.
"Letter writing is the mark of a free society," says Furedy, speaking from experience. He and his parents left Hungary for Australia when the Communists came to power in 1957 and he prizes the freedom of opinion he first discovered there. "U of T is a pretty good place to have these arguments, even though people disagree with me."
U of T wasn't the sole recipient of his reasoned arguments. His name frequently popped up in the National Post, too. 
However, he says people often mistakenly took offence at the content of his letters.
"What I am interested in is the conflict of ideas, not the conflict of personalities, but when you say these things, disagreeing with employment equity, for instance, people tend to take it personally," he says. "To me, the uni​versity is there to search for truth. I raised issues in an intelligent way and it served the function of making people justify their positions on rational grounds."
Although he and his wife, Christine, will be returning to Australia, Furedy plans to stay connected to U of T by e-mail. Nor does he anticipate an end to his letter-writing days, especially if the topic is academic freedom, one of the issues that ignites his passion.
"I'll miss U of T," he says. "It's a great university and I had very good colleagues. I'll miss them both, but I can still write letters and keep in touch."
