UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

PSY 430S, Spring 2010
The Psychology of Exceptional Performance: Creativity, Genius, and Expertise 

Instructor:  David Goldstein, Ph.D.
Office:  4041 Sidney Smith Hall

Phone: 416-978-3405

E-mail: dgoldst@psych.utoronto.ca         Website: www.psych.utoronto.ca/~dgoldst; Blackboard
Office Hours:  after class and by appointment.  

Class Meets:  Wednesdays, 2-4 pm in 2101 Sid Smith Hall  
Required books:
Gardner, H. (1993) Creating minds. Basic Books.  

Howe, M. (1999) Genius explained. Cambridge University Press.

Sternberg, R.J. & Grigorenko, E.L. (2003) The psychology of abilities, competencies, and expertise. Cambridge University Press.
Galenson, D.W. (2006) Old masters and young geniuses. Princeton University Press.  

These books are available at the U of T bookstore, although you should be able to find used copies as lower cost elsewhere.

The additional readings are either available from the U of T website or will be provided to you in class (*).
Course Topics and Readings
I.  Introduction to Creativity and creative genius   Jan 6, 13, 20
Gardner, H. (1993) Creating minds. Basic Books.  (Read chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, and 10)
Weisberg, R.W. (2006)  Understanding creativity (Chapter 12 in Creativity: Understanding innovation in problem solving, invention, and the arts)*
Runco, M.A. (2007) Conclusion: What creativity is and what it is not. (Chapter 11 in Creativity)
II.Perspectives on Creativity, Genius and their costs   Jan 27, Feb 3
Howe, M. (1999) Genius explained. Cambridge University Press.
Miller, L.K. (1999) The savant syndrome.  Psychological Bulletin, 125, 31-46.
Ariskal, H.S. & Ariskal, K.K. (2007) In search of Aristotle: Temperament, human nature, melancholia, creativity, and eminence. Journal of Affective Disorders, 100, 1-6.
Cropley, D.H., Kaufman, J.C., & Cropley, A. J. (2008). Malevolent creativity: A functional model of creativity in terrorism and crime. Creativity Research Journal, 20 (2), 105-115.

III. Expertise (and Stupidity)  Feb 10, Feb 24
Sternberg, R.J. & Grigorenko, E.L. (2003)  The psychology of abilities, competencies, and expertise.  Chapters 1, 3-10.
Dunning, D. et al. (2003) Why people fail to recognize their own incompetence.  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 12, 83-87.
IV. Giftedness and talent across the life-span  Mar 3
Goldstein, D.,  Stocking, V.B., & Godfrey, J.   (1999).  What we've learned from the Talent Search.  In N. Colangelo & S. G. Assouline (Eds.), Talent development III:  Proceedings of the 1995 Henry B. and Jocelyn Wallace national research symposium on talent development. Scottsdale, AZ: Gifted Psychology Press (pp. 143-152). *
Csikszentmihalyi, M. et al. (1993)  Chapters 11, 12 in Talented teenagers: The roots of success and failure. Cambridge University Press.*
Assouline, S.G., Colangelo, N., Ihrig, D., & Forstadt, L. (2006). Attributional choices for academic success and failure by intellectually gifted students. The Gifted Child Quarterly, 50, 283-294.
Galenson, D.W. (2006) Old masters and young geniuses. (selected chapters)

V.  Class Presentations  Mar 10, 17, 24, 31
Marking Scheme:

4 critiques (due Jan 27, Feb 10, Mar 3, Mar 10)



30 marks

       (critiques #1-3 = 8 marks each; critique #4 = 6 marks)



1  12-page final paper






40 marks

1  class-presentation






15 marks

weekly class participation





15 marks









Total =  100 marks

Description of assignments:

Review and Critique. At the end of each of the four parts of the course you will be required to write a review and critique (hereafter referred to simply as a critique) of the assigned reading and class discussion for that part. The length should be three pages, using standard 1 inch margins, a 10 point font, and double spacing. (The irony of rigid requirements like this for a course on creativity is not lost on me.) Although ideas will naturally be shared in class or in conversations outside of class, your work on these critiques must be yours alone. 

You must turn in your critique in class on the days indicated above (if you miss class that day for any reason, you must email your critique to me before the class begins or you will receive a penalty for lateness of two marks, with additional penalties of one mark per day for each additional day of lateness).  The critique should demonstrate two things: first, that you read the assigned material and absorbed the key points of the relevant class discussion; and second, that you thought about the material and have your own ideas about some of it. You can demonstrate these two qualities in a variety of ways. For example, you may wish to show how one or more key points made in the readings connects with, or contradicts, some issue from a related field of psychology.  Or you may wish to elaborate on the implications of some of the points in the readings.  Or you may wish to disagree with some of the points. Or you may wish to do several of these things. But in any case your critique should be concise and specific and based on evidence. Be sure to “cite chapter and verse” – that is, cite the specific passages in the readings that you are relying upon to support your argument. Simply summarizing the author’s arguments is not satisfactory. At the end of the critique you should pose two specific questions that follow from your analysis that could, in principle, be subjected to an empirical test.

Final Paper:  A 12-page final paper will also be required.  You will have a choice of two formats: (1) a research proposal or (2) a critical biography.  A detailed description of the research proposal format will be provided in class. For the biography, you should choose any exceptional person of interest to you, read a biography of that person, and then, based on all you have learned in the seminar, analyze that person’s life and account for the exceptionality (or debunk their exceptionality if you wish).  It is recommended that you consult with me about your choice before you proceed. It is also recommended that you choose someone from the recent past (mid 19th to mid 20th century works best) because the available evidence about their case will be more extensive and more complete.  The final paper will be due the last day of class.  The penalty for lateness will be 10% per day.
Class Presentation:  During the final four weeks of class, each of you will be required to make a brief (15 minute) presentation about your chosen exceptional person or your proposed research.  A format for your presentation will be provided in class.
Class Participation:  Because this is a seminar, class participation is both essential for the conduct of the class as well as evidence that you have read the assigned readings carefully and given the issues thoughtful consideration.  Quality class participation means that what you say, and not necessarily how much you say, matters.  Your instructor recognizes that not all students are equally comfortable speaking in group settings but it is also necessary to recognize that any type of scholarly activity requires the sharing of ideas.  So if speaking in front of others is difficult for you, please see me about this and I will try to help (I am, after all, a psychologist).

